Continuing the thought experiment from my previous post, let's assume that there was a society of anatomically modern Homo sapiens that practiced radical feminism. It is possible to infer certain facts about the structure of this society using concepts from biological science. One such concept is the idea of paternal investment Paternal investment refers to the amount of effort that the males of a species puts into producing a new generation. This constitutes costs associated with finding food for the children, protecting them from danger, and the physical act of reproduction itself. From a purely biological perspective, human females bear most of the cost of reproduction because they have to carry the fetus within their bodies for nine months. As a result, men and women have developed different reproductive strategies as a result of tens of millenia of human evolution. Whereas men have evolved to mate with as many females as possible to increase the chance of passing on their genes, women have evolved to be more selective when choosing mates. In other words, with all other things being equal, the average Joe will be attracted to the average Jane, but the average Jane is not likely to be attracted to the average Joe. This results in a very distinct social structure. In societies that do not regulate human reproductive behavior, the females will only become attracted to the males that are considered the best candidates. In biological terms, the men in this select group are referred to as "alpha males". However, since most females will be considered attractive by the majority of males, women in these societies will gain higher social status. 
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  Chief Joseph's Family, Courtesy of Wikipedia By F. M. Sargent - w:Washington State History Museum (reproduction photograph), Public Domain, Now the question may arise as to what happens to males in this society who are not alpha males. The obvious answer is that they will have fewer opportunities to reproduce. After all, with the alpha males garnering most (if not all) of the attention of the females, the remaining males will be left alone. They may be able to mate occasionally, but they certainly will not be able to form any sort of lasting relationship with a member of the opposite sex, which is crucial for raising offspring. 

An Analysis of the Impacts

It has been stated previously that this type of radical feminism is rare among human societies, and now we will explore the reasons why that is the case. In a radical feminist society, it is certainly true that the majority of males do not get the opportunity to reproduce. However, that is not the only problem that they face, because social behaviors have a direct economic impact. The economic impact of a system where alpha males are allowed to have as many partners as they desire is laissez-faire capitalism 

In a laissez-faire economy, the top 1% wealthiest individuals correspond to the alpha males in a radical feminist society. Just as there is nothing preventing the alpha males from keeping as many partners as they want, under a laissez-faire system, there are no limits on the amount of wealth that the top 1% can amass. As a result, radical feminism and laissez-faire capitalism go hand-in-hand. Anywhere you see one, you are also likely to find the other.

Ecomonic Impacts

Now that it has been established that radical feminist societies also practice unregulated capitalism, it is time to examine the effects of these practices on the 99%. If we assume that resources are finite, then the only way for the top 1% to keep amassing wealth is for the bottom 99% to lose it. Laissez-faire economies have a very well defined class structure: the top 1% live extravagantly, while the masses struggle to get what they need to survive. There may be a middle class that is able to make ends meet, but they have to struggle to maintain their position due to pressure from the top 1%. The impacts of this type of economic system are twofold. First, when most of the people in a society are living in poverty, the society becomes less stable. The people become susceptible to disease, such as the bubonic plague epidemic that swept through Europe during the mid 14-th century. Second, the society becomes more vulnerable to disasters. These disasters can be manmade, such as warfare and political turmoil, or they can be natural, such as droughts and famine. 
  Spread of bubonic plague in medieval Europe 

Social Impacts

Although the economic impacts of laissez-faire capitalism are relatively well-known, the social impacts are less well-known, since the example that is typically used for a laissez-faire is Western civilization during the late 19th century, which had a more conservative stance on many social issues. When social factors are taken into account, a sharp division becomes apparent within poor and working-class populations, and this division falls primarily along gender lines. As stated previously, women in radical feminist societies tend to have higher social status, because the average woman is more likely to be considered a suitable mate. With the majority of men pushed to the margins of society, the male population ends up with fewer opportunities for advancement. As a result, they are more likely to both commit and become the victims of crime. In response to arguments that women can also be victims of crime, one must remember that crimes against women often include a sexual component in addition to the obvious economic component (in other words, the women gets raped and robbed, as opposed to simply being robbed). Therefore, the existence of violence against women only serves to reinforce their privileged status within society, and does not undermine it.

One way in which women in this type of society are victimized is by being trafficked for sex.  The absence of restrictions on sexual behavior combined with the presence of laissez-faire capitalism can cause many women to be forced to enter the mating pool even before they are mature.  A primary example of this is the existence of child marriage in rural India, an agricultural society with an explicit caste system.

Social Structure

Using the facts outlined above, it is possible to paint a picture of what it would be like to live in a radical feminist society: 

· Alpha males, along with any females who are willing to become their partners, will be living extravagantly. Not only will they have enough to support themselves and their immediate families, they will also have the privilege to take whatever they desire from those who are beneath them on the socioeconomic pyramid. 

· Beta males and their families will make up the society's middle class. This group may be more conservative than the rest of society, since the forces of laissez-faire capitalism and radical feminism will threaten to rob them of their wealth and destroy any relationships they may have formed with friends and family. 

· Gamma males will constitute the society's poor and working classes. They will survive, in the sense that they will be getting the absolute bare minimum to stay alive, and sometimes they will not even get that. There may be some females in this category who have not yet adopted the values being promoted by the society's elites, but they will be under constant pressure to do so. As a result, forming and maintaining a family will be very difficult. 

In other words, the guiding philosophy of a radical feminist society can best be described as "might makes right", since the powerful will have the ability to do as they please, and the masses will have no choice but to bear the consequences of their actions. In his treatise Leviathan, English political philosopher Thomas Hobbes warned that this would be the state of a society without a strong central authority. Hobbes used the Latin phrase "bellum omnium contra omnes"-- a war by all against all. 
  Thomas Hobbes Consequently, most human societies tend to avoid this type of social system. Instead, they tend to adopt conservative social values and become patriarchal. However, in societies that do practice radical feminism, the masses still manage to find ways to survive. This is especially true of single young men, because they do not have wives and children to support. One popular coping mechanism is organized religion, which provides people with hope that their situations will improve with time. 
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